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The year has been a highly successful one on the field of play, but the sport continues to be fraught with administrative problems and in many ways it has been a difficult one for the committee to deal with. 

On the track the UK Women’s team consolidated their position in the Premiership with 6th place. Sadly the Men’s British League team had a number of unforeseen problems which meant they could do no better than 7th. They were then relegated from the top flight. However we are keeping our fingers crossed they will soon pull through again in the coming year and be back where they belong.
The Young Athletes team had a memorable team victory in the National Finals at Birmingham, having already won the Southern Final at Copthall. The Junior U20 team continues to flourish with the team finishing 4th in the Southern Premier Division and missing the Final narrowly in the paper match. In the newly formed Southern Athletics League the joint team mid-tabled with an 11th place finish. The Masters teams both reached the League Final with the Men 3rd and the Women 8th. 
The Men finished 16th in the English XC Relays at Mansfield and there was a team presence in the Southern 12-stage Road Relays at Milton Keynes. The Women currently lead the Metropolitan XC League Division Two table with two fixtures remaining and are looking good to join the teams in the top division for next winter. 
The Walkers also continue to do very well and had a good year.  The sport is also seeing an increase in potential walkers which is excellent, however the club would welcome any younger people who wish to take up walking.

On the committee front we need young blood to come in and continue the good work already done by the stalwarts at the club. Sadly John Isaacs is retiring as Coaching Secretary and his drive will be sadly missed with no obvious young coach coming forward to step up to the mark and take on the challenges ahead. Daphne Marney has led the way implementing many of our club policies and developing the new Clubmark. John Mercer has chaired the committee through, with Roy Stratton presiding over the meetings with his vast experience over the years. But none of us are getting any younger and we need some younger people to come forward and take this vibrant club forwards.  Any shows of interest would be gratefully appreciated, please let me know of any such interest.

May I thank the current committee members for all their hard work throughout the year. Let us look ahead to 2012 and the London Olympics, and seeing our club move forward.

Ray Gibbins , General Secretary E&HAC
